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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Monday, March 16, 2015 at 8:00 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board 

Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

      Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present:   Gennaro Faiella, Interim Village Manager 

 

Absent:   Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

 

6:00 pm Work Session Meeting 

 

8:00 pm Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment so that 

we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions that we make here 

this evening that they may benefit all the people of our community.  He also asked that the 

7 Marines that died in training off of the coast of Florida in service to our County be kept in 

our prayers.  Along with the two Police Officers that were recently shot in Ferguson, 

Missouri for no other reason than for being Police Officers.   

 

1)      Communications None. 

 

2) Petitions:  None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports:  

a. Mount Kisco Partners in Prevention Committee Update. 

 Nan Miller, Coordinator for the Mount Kisco Partners in Prevention Committee briefed 

the Board on the coalition’s initiatives within the community.   

 

4)           Village Manager’s Reports-  

a. Appointment of Staff Assistant in the Finance Department. 

Interim Village Manager Faiella announced that Ms. Antoinette Morales was who the 

Deputy Receiver of Taxes has taken the Civil Service Exam and has been appointed to the 

position of Staff Assistant in the Finance Department.  The appointment will take effect on 

Monday March 9th and is based on the Westchester County’s Eligible List #61-854.  In 

addition the appointment does require her to have a (52) fifty-two week probationary 

period. 

 

b. Public Hearing on the Proposed 2015/2016 Budget. 

Interim Village Manager Faiella announced that the Public Hearing on the proposed 

tentative 2015-2016 budget will be held on Monday, April 6, 2015 at 7:30 pm.  Copies of 

the budget will be available on March 20th in the Village Manager’s Office during the hours of 

8:30 to 4:30 pm.  The Proposed Budget will also be available on the Village’s website under 

the Finance Department.  Please note that it is a large file and may take a few seconds to 

download. 

 

5) Board Reports:   

Trustee Schleimer reported that the senior’s celebrated St. Patrick’s Day at the Fox 

Senior Center last Wednesday.  There was music, dancing and corned beef and cabbage.  It 

was a wonderful event.  She was sorry that this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade got rained 

out, and hopefully we’ll have it next year.   

Trustee Schleimer reported that she attended the Economic Development Council 

meeting on March 10th Chaired by Larry Maisel.  This is a relatively new committee and they 

are committed to making the Town even better than it is.  They are looking at open spaces, 

open stores and talking to people who live in Town.  They are looking at ways to make 

Mount Kisco even better, so if you have dreams and have a vision for the Town to feel free 

to contact me and let us know what you think. 

Trustee Schleimer reminded the public that tax return help is available at the Fox 

Senior Center every Friday until April 15th from 9am to 1pm.   

Trustee Schleimer reminded the public that with the time change to daylight savings 

time to also remember to change the batteries in your smoke detectors.   

 

Trustee Grunthal reported that the Byram Lake Committee met this week.  The 

Chazen Company has provided their Water Quality Report for 2014.  The report indicates 

that the quality of the water continues to be stable.  The quality of the lake is said to be one 
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level below pristine, which is a fine place to be here in our environment.  All substances in 

the lake are generally within the guidelines for high quality drinking water except that the 

sodium contents is slightly higher than the guidelines for people on a high sodium free diet, 

but way below the threshold for people on a moderate sodium diet.  So the Committee is 

recommending that we have the sodium content measured between the filtration plant and 

the distribution system.  The Committee has been concerned over several years about the 

amount of water coming into the lake from the Seven Springs area.  The Committee is 

recommended that we repair the sluiceway.  This is particularly important because a great 

majority of water actually comes down into the lake from that tributary.  I am also pleased 

to announce that significant repairs have been made to the channel and we expect the 

amount of leakage in the future to be considerably reduced.  But we’ve had a tough winter 

and ice has a way of doing considerable damage especially to a patch work of cement.  So 

the Committee recommends to the Manager and to the Trustees that as soon as the snow is 

melted we have our Engineers examine the sluiceway again to determine if there is 

significant leakage and if there is leakage we to have it repaired as soon as possible.  This 

way we can be assured of the safe yield of the lake so that the lake can deliver the safe 

yield it is supposed to. 

Trustee Grunthal reported that Solarize Westchester is in full swing.  Many 

municipalities in Westchester are encouraging home owners and businesses across the 

county to consider installing solar panels on their roofs to generate electricity.  The state-of-

the-art is such that in the last few years solar panels of high quality have come down in 

price substantially and together with various incentive payments from the State and Federal 

Governments the economics are very attractive.  We had a work shop in the Mount Kisco 

Library on March 10th and about 30 people attended and 16 people signed up for 

consultations to see if their homes are suitable for solar installation.  We will have another 

workshop in Mount Kisco later in March and this should be useful to our home owners and 

businesses and we will announce the dates as soon as we can.  This campaign will end 

sometime in June, so I would recommend that anybody who is interested should follow up 

and join our next workshop.   

Trustee Grunthal reported that enrollment is now available for the community 

gardens at the Marsh Sanctuary.  There is also a common vegetable garden which 

everybody helps to nurture and the produce from this common garden is given to the local 

Food Pantry.  So if you are interest in obtaining an application please go to the Marsh 

Sanctuary Website to get the contact information and sign up. 

 

Trustee Farber noted that she too was very disappointed that the St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade was cancelled this past Saturday because of rain.   

Trustee Farber stated that she actually missed some of the worst of the weather this 

winter, but I see it was left on our streets.  It is a challenge driving on a war zone of pot 

holes throughout the community.  She asked the Village Manager for an update on the 

repairs. 

Interim Village Manager Faiella replied that the Village is making cold patch repairs 

because the black top plants have not opened yet.  He also spoke with Assemblyman David 

Buchwald to see if emergency financing would be available to address the condition of the 

roads. 

Trustee Farber reminded residents that the Mount Kisco Historical Society will be 

holding their annual membership meeting on Wednesday April 1st at 7:30 pm in Village Hall. 

Trustee Farber announced that the Library will be holding an empowerment series for 

women by Amanda Scocozza.  She is a Certified Life Coach and the series begins on Friday, 

March 20th – Women’s Guide to Discovering Your Purpose; Tuesday, March 24th – Women’s 

Guide to Happiness; Friday, March 27th Women’s Guide to Healthy Relationships.  For more 

information please contact the Library at 914-666-0935. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus reported that the Finance committee will be meeting again on 

March 26th.  As a re-cap, we are hopeful that we will be able to re-finance several of our 

outstanding bonds and possibly pay off one to save on interest payments.  We believe we 

can get a substantial savings without it costing us hardly anything.  At our last Finance 

committee meeting we also discussed the CHIIPS funding and I am pleased to see that it is 

on the agenda for tonight to further several capital improvement projects in the village. 

Deputy Mayor Markus also noted that as the snow starts to melt, litter and refuse become 

more obvious as an eyesore.  The Highway department can and will do their share but 

homeowners need to address this on their property as well.  Every community is affected 

this way this time of year.  There was an article in the New York Times a couple of weeks 

ago and it talked about what the City was facing and just how unsightly it is.  I would ask 

everyone to be a little patient with the village as we make our rounds to collect the litter 

and sweep the streets.  The Village is also working diligently on the pothole situation which, 

is a huge task given the seriousness of the winter we just had with heavy snow 

accumulations and severe cold weather.  

Deputy Mayor Markus acknowledged all of the hard work that Nan Miller and Mel 

Berger have given to the Partners In Prevention Council.  They have accomplished so much 

in terms of educating both parents and youths on the use and on abuse of alcohol and 
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drugs.  So I thank them for their volunteerism and dedication to our community and I 

believe that they should be commended on what they have accomplished and what they will 

accomplish in the future.   

 

Mayor Cindrich stated that the Solarize meeting held at the Library was very 

interesting and like Trustee Grunthal said now is the time and if you are interested in solar 

installations you should try to attend one of the seminars that are being put on.  The driving 

force behind these seminars as it was with the electric vehicle show we put on a few months 

ago are a group of women from the Bedford 2020, who are the impetus behind the issue of 

finding alternate fuel alternatives.  The program will be running until June 19th. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that last week he met with members of the Economic 

Development Council and for a number of years we’ve been talking about developing part of 

our downtown in a fashion that would further make the downtown area a walk able 

community.  Mr. Maisel, Chairman of the EDC brought in a developer that may have some 

ideas, which is something that the Village would be interested in this type of endeavor 

especially if it would help the Village economically. 

Mayor Cindrich brought up the subject of the nuisance newspapers that are wrapped 

in blue plastic bags and are thrown out of vehicles on to a person’s property.  This in my 

opinion is considered litter and is something that has to be addressed.  I am requesting that 

the Village Manager send a letter to the distributor advising them that it is improper to do 

this.  I have to commend the residents on Grove Street because they are banning together 

and instead of waiting for someone else to do it, they are cleaning up their own street.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that there is a house on Grove Street with a “For Sale Sign” on 

the property and I want Code Enforcement to get out there and give them a summons for 

the proliferation of litter on the front lawn.  

Mayor Cindrich stated that the Board of Trustees did meet with another potential 

candidate for the Village Manager position.  One of the difficulties we are having and I bring 

it up again to get the feedback from the public, because in our Village Code we have a 

requirement that the Village Manager must reside in the Village.  This requirement is 

becoming a point of contention in hiring a Village Manager.  Because if you are a young 

person with family and you are living close by according the Village Code the way it is 

currently written it is necessary for you to uproot your children, change their schools and 

move into the community.  The other issue is that the real-estate market hasn’t gone back 

up to where it was years ago and there is a reluctance to sell a piece of property which may 

be at a loss to relocate.  With these obstacles in place it’s very difficult to attract quality 

candidates for the job.   As I said last week I believe we may have been spoiled by a very 

experienced and quality Manager steering the ship right now, and we have to become more 

aggressive in our search and possibly advertising in some of the trade publications to move 

this search forward. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that he attended another meeting with a very sincere group of 

residents who are concerned with the allegations of illegal housing and other issues.  They 

not only have a stake in this community with their financial investment with their single 

family homes, but also how their children are educated.  The Village Board is not part of 

that, but there is a controversy going on in how the children are educated and how that is 

going to be implemented in the future.  There was another meeting that Trustee Grunthal, 

Trustee Schleimer, myself and the Village Manager attended with the School Board and the 

representatives of the other municipalities and it had to do with the tax structure of the 

municipalities that comprise the Bedford Central School System and the population.  You 

are going to be hearing a little more about this in the future. 

Mayor Cindrich read into the record the following Proclamation for St. Patrick’s Day, 

Whereas, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Frank Fox Division 16 was founded in 1891 

consisting of men of Irish descent who were practicing Roman Catholics; and 

Whereas, in 1991 Peter McKenna was President of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 

Division 16, and Margaret Reilly was President of the LAOH Division 16, and in 

that year, Division 16’s 100th anniversary, the first Mount Kisco Saint 

Patrick’s Day Parade was held; and  

Whereas, in 1991 Mount Kisco Mayor Richard Flynn served as the first Grand Marshal of 

the Mount Kisco Saint Patrick’s Day Parade; and  

Whereas, since 1991, many distinguished men and woman have served as Grand 

Marshals of the Mount Kisco Saint Patrick’s Day Parade including Mount Kisco 

Mayors Kensing, Reilly, Farrell, Cindrich and Roth, members of the clergy, 

Sister Gabrielle, and Father Clark and Mount Kisco Town Justices Kensing, 

Farrell and Donohue; and  

Whereas, Over the past 25 Years, William Whalen, Peter McKenna, Patrick Westerman, 

Margaret Reilly, Edward Reilly, Grace Murphy, Thomas Foley, Christopher 

Hurley, Owen O’Hare, Thomas Singleton, George Griffin and Oliver Doyle have 

all had the honor of serving as Mount Kisco Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Grand 

Marshals; and 

Now, Therefore, in celebration of the 25th scheduled Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on the 

streets of Mount Kisco and in honor of all the members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians’, 

the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians’ and all those who served as Parade Grand Marshals, 
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I, J. Michael Cindrich, Mayor of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco do hereby proclaim, 

March 17, 2015 as “Ancient Order of Hibernians’ Day” in the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco and I do hereby further encourage the residents of the Village to join with me in 

congratulating and thanking the AOH and the LAOH for their many accomplishments and 

making the greater Mount Kisco area a better place. 

 The parade next year will be held on Saturday, March 12, 2016.   

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Budget Modification re: Pay Stations. 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus to provide capital project financing for nine vehicle pay stations. 

Resolution to Adopt/Modify Fiscal Year 2014/2015 Adopted Budget 

Resolved, the fiscal year 2014/2015 adopted budget is hereby adopted and modified 

as follows: 

Budget – Capital Fund 

 Increase Capital Fund Revenues: 

 004.000.5031.0104  Inter-fund Revenue Parking Equipment $225,000.00 

 Total         $225,000.00 

 

 Increase Capital Fund Appropriations: 

 004.3320.2104.000  Expenses – Parking Equipment  $225,000.00 

 Total         $225,000.00 

Resolution for Use of Moneys from Capital Reserve Fund. 

Whereas, the Board of Trustees established a Capital Reserve Fund in January 

2002 to Finance all or part of the cost of construction, reconstruction or acquisition of 

capital improvements or acquisition of equipment, and 

Whereas, the Village’s fiscal year 2014/2015 adopted budget authorized 

$225,000.00 to finance the installation of nine new vehicle pay stations. 

Whereas, the use of such Capital Reserve Fund moneys is authorized for such 

purpose in accordance with Section 6-c of the General Municipal Law, now therefore, 

Be it resolved, the Board of Trustees hereby authorizes the use of 

$225,000.00 from the Capital Reserve Fund towards this capital project. 

 This resolution is adopted subject to permissive referendum. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

b. Schedule Budget Work Session Meetings. 

The Village Board of Trustee discussed having a Budget Work Session Meeting 

On Saturday, March 21, 2015; Monday, March 23, 2015 and Tuesday, March 24, 

2015.   

 

7) New Business:   

a. Resolution authorizing the participation in the Westchester County Community 

Housing Infrastructure Investment Program (CHIIP). 

 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus authorizing the participation in the Westchester County Community Housing 

Infrastructure Investment Program (CHIIP). 

WHEREAS,  The Village/ Town of Mount Kisco will participate with Westchester 

County to fund a sidewalk and curbing rehabilitation project on Grove Street up to $250,000 

and playground improvements at the Maple Avenue Community Center up to $120,000; and 

WHEREAS, The Village/ Town of Mount Kisco agrees to contribute a 50% match up 

to $125,000 towards Grove Street improvements; and 

WHEREAS, The Village/ Town of Mount Kisco agrees to contribute a 50% match up 

to $60,000 towards Maple Avenue Community Center improvements; and 

WHEREAS, The County of Westchester agrees to contribute a 50% match up to 

$125,000 towards Grove Street improvements; and  

WHEREAS, The County of Westchester agrees to contribute a 50% match up to 

$60,000 towards Maple Avenue Community Center improvements. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Village Board of Trustees hereby 

expresses its intent to join the County of Westchester in participating in the Community 

Housing Infrastructure Investment Program for the Grove Street sidewalk and curbing 

rehabilitation project and the Maple Avenue Community Center rehabilitation project.   

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 
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Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

b. Request for Authorization to Pay Certain Claims in Advance of Village Board 

Audit and Approval. 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber 

to authorize payment of certain claims in advance of the Village Board audit and approval 

and that the Treasurer’s Office provide the Village Board with an electronic copy of the bills. 

 Resolved, in order to avoid paying late fees, the Village Treasurer is authorized to 

pay in advance of audit, claims for public utility services (electric, gas, and telephone 

services), credit cards, postage charges, and those contractual lease payments coming due 

before the next regular meeting for audit.  This authorization shall expire the first regular 

meeting held in December 2015; all in favor. 

    Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

c. Resolution to petition the Towns of Bedford & New Castle regarding 

delinquent unpaid water billings. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee 

Farber to petition the Towns of Bedford and New Castle regarding delinquent unpaid water 

billings on Outside Village Accounts to the April 2015 Town and County Real Property Tax 

Rolls as certified the 11th day of March, 2015, in the amount of : 

 Total unpaid water rents to be levied on Town of Bedford Tax Roll $6,986.18 

 Total unpaid water rents to be levied on Town of New Castle Tax Roll $6,483.79 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

d. Resolution authorizing the Interim Village Manager to sign the 2012/2013 Fire 

Protection Contract with the Mutual Engine & Hose Company. 

 The following resolution was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by 

Trustee Grunthal authorizing the Interim Village Manager to sign the 2012/2013 Fire 

Protection Contract with the Mutual Engine & Hose Company 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Jean Farber   Aye 

Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

Trustee Karen Schleimer  Nay 

  

e. Trustee Grunthal announced that he was resigning from the Byram Lake 

Committee as Chairperson of the Committee. 

 

f. The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by 

Deputy Markus to appoint Joyce Wall as Chairperson of the Byram Lake Committee.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 g. The following resolution was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by 

Mayor Cindrich to authorize the Interim Village Manager to accept the proposal from one of 

the consulting companies to apply on the Village behalf for a grant from NYSERDA to design 

and implement a system of energy sustainability known as a micro-grid; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

8) Bills – 
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The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as presented to the Board, all in favor. 

Be it Resolved, the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to release payments to 

vendors. 

General Fund     $   133,532.13 

Water Fund           13,909.89 

    Sewer Fund             8,137.94 

    Library Fund             3,183.10 

Trust Fund             4,581.50 

    TOTAL   $   163,344.56 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes – None. 

 

10) Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11) Public Comment –  

 Ms. Heidi Commutto, new resident to Mount Kisco stated that she commutes every 

day on the Metro North Train and she asked if anything that could be done about the 

condition of train station.  It smells horrible, it’s disgusting and it’s being used as a 

bathroom, especially the elevators.   

 Mayor Cindrich replied that the train station was maintained by the MTA.  He asked 

that the Interim Village Manager contact the MTA regarding this matter. 

 Interim Village Manager Faiella noted that the MTA received money from 

Westchester County for Station Maintenance it was a requirement that was placed upon the 

County by the State Legislature years ago.  What we will do in addition to contacting Metro 

North we will contact our County Legislature Peter Harckham to ask for assistant with the 

cleanup of the Station. 

 

 Mr. Andre Ferrara stated to make it easier for the Department of Public Works to 

collect refuse residents should only take out there trash cans on the day of collection.  He’s 

been noticing that a lot of his neighbors have been bringing their garbage cans out several 

days before their collection date and leaving them outside for days and it smell and looks so 

unsightly. 

Interim Village Manager Faiella noted that he will have the Code Enforcement Officer 

take a look at the area. 

 

Mr. Anthony Giardina asked for an update with regards to the Transfer Station and 

the lease renewal. 

Mayor Cindrich replied that the facility is temporarily closed.  They are still paying 

their fee and that they can open up again as stated in their lease which expires in July of 

2016. 

 

With no other comments at this time the meeting ended at 10:30 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Gennaro J. Faiella 

      Interim Village Manager 


